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tantalizing pleasures of the senses will, in the case of many, make
it difficult to undergo the discipline. So he does not expect
everybody to act on the ideal all at once. All the same he is
not a pessimist. He asks us not to take fright or give up the
effort in despair or degrade and cheapen the ideal and thus
practise untruth and lower ourselves.28
He does not ask too much of us. He knows nature changes
slowly by a gradual process through effort and pain. He only
asks us to keep the right ideal before us, to have hope and
faith, to understand our limitations and accordingly to try as
best we can without forcing the pace to approach the ideal.29
This, he believes, is the way of highest attainment. "In every
case," he once wrote to Mirabehn, "never go beyond your capa-
city. That is a breach of truth."30 Thus though he wants the
satyagrahi to be practical and prompt and not to leave things
to eternity, he is not impatient.31 He allows ample time for slow
steady growth. "If it takes time, then it is but a speck in the
complete time cycle."32 Besides, moral progress made in this
life will be available to us in the future according to the doctrine
of rebirth. ". . .1 believe in rebirth as much as I believe in the
existence of my present body. I therefore know that even a
little effort is not wasted."33 He also counts upon the infectious
effect, on the masses, of the example set by the leaders. To
quote from Hind Swaraj, "What a few may do, others will
copy, and the movement will grow like the coconut of the
mathematical problem. What the leaders do, the populace will
gladly follow."34 His emphasis is thus on the satyagrahi making
an earnest endeavour in the right direction.
The ideal of truth and love may scare away people today,
but what really matters in the long run is the soundness of the
ideal rather than the apparent impossibility of its being prac-
tised by people in general. Were not people similarly sceptical
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